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Abstyract:

The primary objective of this study is to draw the
attention of researchers and academicians in the various
branches of the social sciences to the importance of
evaluation, being the only mechanism that enables them to
assess the learning outcomes of their respective fields.
Means of evaluation in the social sciences have so far been
the concern of researchers in academic fields other than the
social sciences, although it is a process that directly relates
to all curriculum aspects and reflects on the level of
objectives achievement; it is time — the study anticipates -
that social scientists took over this responsibility instead of
others.

Along this line, this study concerns itself with
asressment as a fundamental tool of evaluation, and
assessment through the use of multiple choice tests in
particular. It shows the main features, advantages and
disadvantages of multiple-choice tests, and explains the
rules for building them to become a useful vehicle for
authentic, performance-based assessment. A survey was
carried out among a random sample of the students studying
social sciences to show what pros and cons they mostly
think about in such tests, and to what extent they favor them
to other types of tests for assessment.

The study puts forward some suggestions to
improve efficiency of multiple-choice tests in assessing
students learning in the social sciences, including proper
item-building of these tests, clear understanding of what
aspect of learning to assess, and employment of more than
one assessment format to assess critical thinking and actual
achievement level attained by the student.
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