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John Holt's Educational Thought and its Educational Applications

(Analytical Study)
Dr. Fathia Ahmed Abdelkader Hassan
Lecturer of foundations of Education
Faculty of Education, Alexandria University

Abstract

The current study aimed to extract John Holt's educational ideas
from an analysis of five of his books and to deduce the most prominent
educational applications of his ideas that can be applied in the Egyptian
educational context. To achieve the study's objective, the descriptive
analytical approach was adopted. This was achieved by analyzing the
literature on John Holt's life and biography to identify the most
important factors that influenced Holt's personality and played a role in
shaping and formulating his educational ideas. The study also analyzed
five of John Holt's books: "How Children Fail," "How Children Learn,"
"Freedom and Beyond," "Escape from Childhood," and "Learning All
the Time." This was done to extract Holt's educational ideas and
opinions, and then translate these ideas into practical educational
applications. The study concluded by identifying ten general educational
principles: the call for "unschooling” and "homeschooling," the creation
of new roles for the teacher, reconsidering the concept of learning, belief
in the learner's freedom and right to guide and manage their learning, the
importance of play in a child's education, the family as a partner in the
learning process, respect for the child's rhythm and pace of learning,
confidence in the child and their ability to learn, and the effectiveness of
activity-based learning. The study also translated these principles into a
number of educational applications, including the provision of diverse
and flexible educational curricula, the necessity of diversifying the
educational methods used with learners, and providing the option of
"homeschooling™ as an alternative educational format to traditional
school education.

Keywords educational thought, educational applications,
homeschooling, unschooling, learner freedom, children's rights, self-
learning.
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