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Language Anxiety and Its Relationship to Academic Intrinsic
Motivation among Primary School Pupils

Abstract

The current study aimed to explore the relationship between
language anxiety and academic intrinsic motivation among primary
school pupils, and investigate the possibility of predicting academic
intrinsic motivation through language anxiety. The study sample
comprised 257 male and female pupils randomly selected from fifth
and sixth grades in the Kafr El-Zayat Educational Administration,
Gharbia Governorate, during the first semester of the 2024-2025
academic year. Participants' ages ranged from 10-12 years (M = 11.06,
SD = 0.622). The study employed a descriptive correlational
methodology using language anxiety and academic intrinsic motivation
scales (prepared by the researcher). Using Pearson correlation
coefficient, the results revealed a statistically significant negative
correlation between language anxiety and academic intrinsic
motivation across dimensions and total scores (-0.516). Multiple
regression analysis showed that language anxiety dimensions explained
34.9% of the variance in intrinsic motivation, with language skills-
related anxiety emerging as the only significant predictor of academic
intrinsic motivation (Beta = -0.612) among primary school pupils.
Keywords: Language Anxiety, Academic Intrinsic Motivation,

Primary School Students
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